NINE TREASURES

Mongolen Folk Metal (China)
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FUnf junge Musiker, urspriinglich aus der entlegenen Steppe Hulunbuir der
nord-chinesischen Inneren Mongolai stammend, haben seit Ende 2010 ange-
fangen, in Beijing zusammen zu spielen. lhren originellen Mongolen Folk Me-
tal erweckte bald 6ffentliche Aufmerksamkeit mit ihren Festivalauftritte im
Herbst 2011 in Beijing, welche zugleich auch Grundsteine flr ihre Weiterent-

wicklung legten. Danach tauchten sie tief ein in die lebhafte Underground-
szene von Beijing.
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Nine Treasures veroffentlichten das Debutalbum “Arvan Ald Guulin Honshoor”
im Mai 2012 Uber Mort Productions. Die erste Pressung in 1000 Auflage war
nach 6 Monaten schon véllig ausverkauft.

In 2013 nahm Nine Treasures an WOA Metal Battle teil und errang als Chi-
na-Sieger im Wettbewerb mit Mitstreitern aus 28 Lander den 2. Platz auf der
internationalen Finale von Metal Battle auf Wacken Open Air. DaR sie trotz
hoéchsten Jurorenstimmen nicht gewinnen konnten, war zwar eine Enttdu-
schung fur die Jungs, doch unvergessliche Erlebnisse als Teil des Festivals sein
zu darfen und die Dreharbeit mit Regisseur Uli Gaulke fur die Verfilmung von
Wacken 3D Der Film erweiterte ihre Horizonte und spornte sie an, fest an sich
zu glauben.

Nach Wacken kam das zweite Aloum “Nine Treasures” und die erste Head-
liner-Tour in China gegen Ende 2013. Zur gleichen Zeit wurden sie den Titel
des Besten Newcomer des Jahres verliehen von MIDI China Rock Awards.

Flr 2014 und 2015 war Nine Treasures zum Groliteil reichlich unterwegs. Die
Headliner-Tour erstreckte sich bis zum China’s westliche Ende Xinjiang; Fes-
tivalauftritte gingen nach Norden bis Ulaanbaatar in der Mongolischen Re-
publik, nach Siden bis Taiwan und wieder ostwarts nach Vladivostok in
Russland. Im Herbst 2015 wéren die Jungs dann bereit fir eine ausgedehnte
Tour mit 11 Stationen quer durch kontinental Europa, darunter Budapest auf
dem berithmten WOMEX Festival.

Contact: Yue Sun
Web:

Line-up: Askhan - Vocals / Guitars | Tsog - Morin Khuur | Ding Kai - Drums | Aoger - Bass / Vocals | Saina - Balalaika


mailto:rockiesun@painkillermag.com
https://www.facebook.com/ninetreasuresofficial
http://ninetreasuresband.bandcamp.com/
http://blackwindmetal.com/nine-treasures-arvan-ald-guulin-hunshoor/

Diskographie

A
o ;
Arvan Ald Guulin Honshoor Nine Treasures Galloping White Horse
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Medien-Zitate

“The spirit transmits truly international feelings that are incarnated by an unbowed lust for life.” -

Nine Treasures have managed to make the perfect marriage of traditional Mongolian music with folk heavy
metal and rock, in an absolutely tight result!

One of the great things about Nine Treasures is how they are able to blend different types of heavy metal
perfectly with their own folk music. -

... (“Nine Treasures”) easily one of the best folk metal releases of the last few years. After this, | believe we
will see them occupying higher spots at festivals ... -

Die Gruppe Nine Treasures um Frontmann Askhan aus der Inneren Mongolei vereint Hardcoresound mit
mongolischen Melodien und kehligem Steppengesang, eine ganz eigene chinesische Variante des Folk Metal. ---

... one of China's hottest metal band, the Nine Treasures, who have already won the country's biggest
international heavy metal competition ... ---

There is no doubt that in the future the group will gain popularity and assessment at the global level. The
group live performances are very energetic and the playing time is difficult to quietly stand on the spot. Joy,
enthusiasm and emotional wealth is what characterizes the Nine Treasures ... ---

Als eine der wenigen chinesischen Bands wagen sich die Mongolen-Folk-Metaller auf den Weg nach Europa
mit dem ambitionierten Ziel, dort eine eigene Headlinertournee zu fahren. .... Musikalisch gesehen haben sie
auf jeden Fall das
Zeug, internatio-
nal bestehen zu
kénnen, und auch
live ldsst die fii
nfképfige Mon-
golenhorde nichts
anbrennen.

“Every now and
then, we find a
metal band from
another corner of
the world that
blow our minds.
Right now, that
band is Nine
Treasures”

NINE TREASURE


http://blackwindmetal.com/nine-treasures-arvan-ald-guulin-hunshoor/
http://www.metalsoundscapes.com/archives/11650/nine-treasures-nine-treasures
http://audiophix.com/2015/03/31/nine-treasures-mongolian-nomadic-folk-metal/
http://www.aristocraziawebzine.com/en/reviews/5945-nine-treasures-nine-treasures
http://www.spiegel.de/kultur/musik/heavy-metal-zu-laut-fuer-china-a-1045613.html
http://hangveto.blog.hu/2015/07/01/nine_treasures
http://www.alternative.lv/zinas/mongolu-metals-nine-treasures-kluba-nabaklab-1211/
https://www.rockhard.de/megazine/heftarchiv/online-megazine/kolumne/musikalischer-mongolensturm.html
https://www.rockhard.de/megazine/heftarchiv/online-megazine/kolumne/musikalischer-mongolensturm.html

_ WEAPONS
OF MASS
DESTRUCTION

Didn't do your homework on traditional
Mongolian instruments? Look no
further - Askhan's got you covered!

MORIN KHUUR
“The sound of the traditional Monogolian
horse head fiddle is very expansive. It
reminds people of nature and the grasslands.
It'sthe mostancientofourinstrumentswith
abodyand neck thatare carved from wood.
Theend ofthe neck has theform of ahorse
* head and the soundissimilar to that of
aviolinoracello. Italmost sounds like
ahorse! The stringsare made of dried deer or
mountain sheep sinews. Ttis played with a bow
made of willow, stringed with horsetail hair
and coated with larch or cedar wood resin.”

— TOBSHUUR

“Thisisatwo stringed instrument made
from a four-foot-long, spoon-like nomad
toolfor airag [fermented horse milk]-making.
Ithasa body like a guitarandis popularinthe
Qiratterritories, especially toaccompany
throatsinging! The sound is very warm and

you have to useyourfinger, not pickup.”
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~ “Thisinstrumentcomes equipped with
21strings butin some casesit can have
23. It'sclearand strong-sounding; you
havetouseall 10 fingers to play it. Soit's
< very hard te learn.
Youcanimagine
itlike Mongolian
piano. Most players
would have started
learningitwhen
theywereakid.”
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talking about? And do people mosh or stage
dive, or simply applaud politely between
songs, as was the Japanese way until recently?
Askhan says he's participated in many kinds of
from festivals with tens of

thousands of people to shows in people’s houses.

“A lot of audiences really get into it, doi
mosh, stage dive, circle pit, wall of death,
and pogo,” relates the singer. “Apart from the
hardcore live scene, most of the time it’s pogo,
maybe because mosh is so dangerous that one
gets easily punched! I have to mention that
the Chinese fans do something unique, such
as circle pit hand in hand, and head-banging
alltogether! Can youimagine thousands of
people doing head-banging with the same
rhythm? We haveit here!”

Most westerners prabably don't imagine
big cities and urban areas in Mongolia. “We
are from Inner Mongolia,” reminds Askhan,
“but the environmentin Inner Mongolia is the
same as Mongolia, with vast territoryand few

people. However, we have cities and towns like
any other country.”

ut we digress... The simple fact is that,
wherever it takes root, metal musicalso
takes on some of the local flavours, and
Nine Treasures are no different. Meaning,
of course, that they're very different, kind of
power metal mixed with exactly what you'd
imagine from traditional Mongolian music and
suchinstruments as the morin khuur, that can
betraced back 2000 years. The Mongolian
language is harsh-sounding, lots of rolling Rs,
and while you won't understand a word of it,
that allows the vocals to become another
instrument. Intheir self-titled album there’s a
feeling of grandeur, of wide open spaceand, in
songs like Praise For Fine Horse, the beat, in the
drums, of clattering hooves across the plain.
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ASKHAN ON SOME SUBTLE CULTURAL DIFFERENCES
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“Not only music, but our environment
influenced aur lives,” says Askhan. “We
are now living in the city, but missing our
hometown terribly! If there was a way of
transportation faster than planes, we would
definitely choose to live on the grassland.
As Isaid before, we have been profoundly
influenced by Mongolian traditional music
since we were young, and I think we should
especially try to preserve it when it’s fading
now. There have been so many Mongolian
singers and musicians whose work enchanted
generations of people. Theyre our role models.”
As such, there are localinstruments and
sounds on the record that you wouldn’t hear
anywhere else, Aside from sounding like
stampeding horses, to the western ear much
of it sounds very upbeat and celebratory,
anthemic even. “Our songs are mostly about
the grassland, horses and girls!” laughs Askhan.
“Though they are actual stuff, there's alwaysa
bit of melancholyin the songs. If you listen to
themin detail, they are not happy anymore.”
Nine Treasures are certainly flying the flag
for Mongolian metal. There's a tour of China
coming up, and following last year’s Wacken
performance they’ll be featured in the 3D
video. Hell, they should be used to a life on the
move. According to Wikipedia, 30 per cent of
the Mongolian population are still nomadic.
“Yes,” says Askhan. “Thisis very important,
the essence of Mongolian culture liesin the
nomadic lifestyle, without which our band
wouldn’t have existed. If you are interested,
you can come and experience it for yourself...”

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON NINE
TREASURES, VISIT WWW.FACEBOOK.
COM/NINETREASURESOFFICIAL AND
WWW.NINETREASURESBAND.
BANDCAMP.COM

Metal Hammer UK # 261 (September 2014)



Painkiller Magazine CN #50 (November 2013)
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CHINA CALLING
GOLDMINE MONGOLIA: NINE TREASURES
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Episode #13
i 2 ol China Calling - Get 1 Mongolian Folk Rock and Metal music!

e Treasures ina International Metal Battle conlest
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Billboard Radio China —
“Goldmine Mongolia: Nine Treasures”


http://www.billboardradiochina.com/bb2/china-calling-goldmine-mongolia-Nine-Treasures




